What is PHP?
PHP is a server side scripting language, and a powerful tool for making dynamic and interactive Web pages.
PHP is a widely-used, free, and efficient alternative to competitors such as Microsoft's ASP.
· PHP is an acronym for "PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor".
· PHP is a widely-used, open source scripting language.
· PHP scripts are executed on the server.
· PHP is free to download and use.

PHP is an amazing and popular language !
It is powerful enough to be at the core of the biggest blogging system on the web (WordPress)!
It is deep enough to run large social networks!
It is also easy enough to be a beginner's first server side language!
So, Make this as first backend scripting language if you are interested in web technologies.
Why PHP?
· PHP runs on various platforms (Windows, Linux, Unix, Mac OS X, etc.)
· PHP is compatible with almost all servers used today (Apache, IIS, etc.)
· PHP supports a wide range of databases.
· PHP is free. Download it from the official PHP resource: www.php.net.
· PHP is easy to learn and runs efficiently on the server side.
What Can PHP Do?
· PHP can generate dynamic page content.
· PHP can create, open, read, write, delete, and close files on the server.
· PHP can collect form data.
· PHP can send and receive cookies.
· PHP can add, delete, modify data in your database.
· PHP can be used to control user-access.
· PHP can encrypt data.
With PHP you are not limited to output HTML. You can output images, PDF files, and even Flash movies. You can also output any text, such as XHTML and XML.
Advantages of PHP :-  

1) Easy and simple to learn
2) Extremely Flexible
3) Easy integration and compatibility
4) Efficient Performance
5) It helps in managing code easily
6) It is open source and freed from cost
7) It is a platform-independent
8) It helps in reusing an equivalent code
9) Application can easily be loaded which are based on PHP
10) PHP based web application can be easily tested

Disadvantages of PHP : -

1. Security issues
2. Not suitable for giant web application development
3. Weak
4. Extra learning
5. Doesn’t allow change or modification
6. Poor framework
7. Presence of simpler programming languages
8. Handling errors
What is PHP Framework?
PHP A PHP framework is a framework that allows you to create PHP web applications. It usually includes libraries with pre-packaged methods and classes, as well as parts for implementing software design patterns. In addition, the language is not restricted to HTML and may create and export a variety of text and graphic files.
Aside from that, PHP supports a large number of databases, which simplifies the web construction process. PHP provides developers, designers, and employers with a lot of freedom of choice and creativity because of its versatility.
Why Use PHP Framework?
There are several advantages to utilizing PHP frameworks rather than writing code from scratch.
More rapid development
Because PHP frameworks provide built-in libraries and tools, development time is reduced. The CakePHP framework, for example, has the Bake command-line tool, which may instantly generate any skeleton code you want for your application.The PHPUnit library is included in several popular PHP frameworks for simple testing.
Less code to write.
You won’t have to create as much original code if you use the framework’s built-in functionalities.
Task-Related Libraries
Many of the things that web app developers will have to do are standard. Form validation, data sanitization, and CRUD operations are just a few examples (Create, Read, Update, and Delete). So instead of writing your functions for these tasks, you may just utilize the ones included in the framework.
Use proper coding techniques.
The majority of PHP frameworks adhere to coding best practices. The partition code, for example, into several folders based on function.
They push you to structure your code in a more logical, tidy, and maintainable manner. Entity name standards are also defined by frameworks, which you should follow.
It’s Safer Than Developing Your Application
Cross-site scripting, SQL injection attacks, and cross-site petition forgery are just a few of the PHP security risks. Your PHP web applications will be susceptible unless you take the proper precautions to safeguard your code. Using a PHP framework does not replace developing safe code, but it does reduce the risk of hacker attacks. Data sanitization and protection against the common dangers outlined above are built-in to good frameworks.
Top 10 PHP Frameworks To Use in 2022:-
1. Laravel
2. CodeIgniter 
3. Symfony
4. Zend Framework
5. FuelPHP
6. PHPPixie
7. Phalcon
8. Aura
9. Yii 2
10. CakePHP

Will PHP die in 2023?

The answer is  a big No . PHP is the mainstream programming language of choice on servers and many of its extensions are widely used today, but it’s no secret that PHP has its own problems too. The language is used to build everything from dynamic websites and content management systems to enterprise-level web application frameworks.
However, a lot of people still ask a same question every year: Will PHP die in next coming year?. The question appears frequently in social media and news media with references to other technology-related companies and events.
Why is that such a popular question? There are probably several reasons. We should remember that PHP is much more popular than it used to be and it’s the most popular web development language today. A lot of organizations choose PHP because of its low development costs and rapid execution time.
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Why is PHP Still So Widely Used?
PHP (Hypertext Preprocessor) is known as a general-purpose scripting language that can be used to develop dynamic and interactive websites. It was among the first server-side languages that could be embedded into HTML, making it easier to add functionality to web pages without needing to call external files for data.
here are some key PHP benefits that help explain why it is still so important in web development.
· It’s easy to learn and use: One of the main reasons PHP became so commonplace is that it is relatively simple to get started with. Even without extensive knowledge or experience in web development, most people could create a web page with a single PHP file in a relatively short period of time. The syntax is simple and command functions are easy to learn, meaning the barriers to entry with PHP are lower than with many other languages.

· It’s open source (and therefore free!): This also helps developers get started with PHP - it can be installed quickly and at zero cost. There is also open access to a wide range of PHP frameworks, such as Laravel and Symfony. This feature is also appealing to companies as it helps control the costs of web development.
· It’s versatile: One of the major benefits of PHP is that it is platform independent, meaning it can be used on Mac OS, Windows, Linux and supports most web browsers. It also supports all the major web servers, making it easy to deploy on different systems and platforms at minimal additional cost.    

· It enjoys strong community support: As a veteran scripting language that is widely used, PHP now has a large and loyal community base to support it. There are tons of tutorials, FAQs, and tips to help new PHP developers and to continue pushing the boundaries of what the language can achieve through regular updates. 

· It’s fast and secure: Two things that every organization wants their website or application to be are fast and secure. PHP uses its own memory and competes well on speed, especially when using the newer versions. There have been questions in the past about PHP security, though it is important to note that it is not inherently more or less secure than other programming languages. One important benefit is that because of its widespread use and community support there are now many tools, frameworks and best practices to help fix vulnerabilities and protect against cyberattacks. 

· It is well connected with databases: PHP makes it easy to connect securely with almost any kind of database. This gives developers more freedom when choosing which database is best suited for the application being built.

· It is tried and tested: One major benefit of being around for a quarter century is that PHP code has been put to the test in all kinds of real-life environments. The main bugs have been found and fixed, making the language more stable and trusted by developers. Moreover, many frameworks and tools have been built over time, helping to make PHP web development more secure, efficient and effective.

· There’s a lot of legacy code: OK, this isn’t really a benefit of using PHP in itself, but when so many existing websites have been written with PHP it becomes an important consideration. Put simply, it is usually easier to make updates in the same language rather than try to rewrite everything in another. This helps PHP endure even when some younger developers may have a personal preference for another language. This legacy effect also means it is usually easier to find a PHP developer for your organization, though as we have written before on this blog you want to make sure they have the right skills.



